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SUBJECT: FARM LABOR PROGRAM CRITICIZED 

1 . IN A REPORT ISSUED BY THE JAMAICAN COUNCIL OE 
CHURCHES (ICC) THE FARM WORKERS SCHEME IN FLORIDA HAS 
BEEN COMPARED WITH SOME OF THE WORST ASPECTS OF SLAVERY. 
THE REPORT WAS ISSUED EOLLOWING THE VISIT OF A 3-MAN 

ICC TEAM TO FLORDIA TO INVESTIGATE THE CONDITIONS UNDER 
WHICH SOME 9,000 EARM WORKERS, MOST OF WHOM ARE JAMAICANS, 
LIVED AND WORKED IN FLORDIA. 

2. THE REPORT FOCUSED ITS CRITICISM ON THE UNSANITARY 
AND CROWDED CONDITIONS IN THE WORKERS' CAMPS, PARTICU- 
LARLY THOSE PROVIDED BY THE MIRANDA COMPANY. IT CONCLUDED 
WITH A RECOMMENDATION THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF JAMAICA 
ACCEPT GREATER RESPONSIBILITY IN SECURING EAIR WAGES 

AND BETTER CONDITIONS OF EMPLOYMENT IN THE WRITING OF 
CONTRACTS. 
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